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          OFC Late Winter and Spring Newsletter 2013 

The wet and windy summer and autumn of 2012 have been a huge disappointment to wildlife 
watchers and a disaster for our farmers with some fields of barley and oats uncut and written 
off.  The one positive note is that these fields will provide food well into the winter for 
finches and buntings while harriers will be able to take advantage of the rodent populations 
which they will inevitably retain. 
As we are largely confined indoors by wind and rain this could be the time to plan what we 
can do for wildlife on our own patch when the weather improves - perhaps planting trees, 
shrubs and flowers for birds and insects - excavation of a pond for frogs, damselflies, aquatic 
insects and birds - creation of a wood pile for insects, mice, shrews and birds such as wrens 
and goldcrests – there are many possibilities and advice can be readily obtained from 
Recorders and committee members (see the list of Recorders in the 2012 Field Club Bulletin 
or contact the secretary).  As well as benefiting wildlife these projects can be a lasting source 
of enjoyment. 
 
OFC Late Winter and Spring Programme 2013 
Everyone is welcome to attend our Club Nights which are held in the St Magnus Centre, 
Kirkwall, starting at 7.30pm. The entry fee of £1 for members and £2 for non-members helps 
to pay for room hire and advertising. We are keen for under-19s to attend so they are admitted 
free.  Everyone is invited to stay for refreshments and a blether after the talk. 
If you would like to take part in any of our outdoor meetings please phone or email the named 
contact a few days beforehand. Please bring warm waterproof footwear and clothing and 
refreshment. 
Last minute changes to the programme will, if possible, be notified on Radio Orkney, by 
phone or email (if we have your email address) and on the OFC website and the Orkney 
Nature Forum. 
Anyone needing transport is welcome to get in touch with the contact or the secretary (on 
751426) and we will try to arrange a lift for you. 
 
January 
Tues 1st, Wed 2nd or Thurs 3rd.  OFC New Year Ramble.  We have been thwarted by the 
weather for the last few years but are keeping fingers crossed for 2013. We hope to enjoy the 
fabulous panoramic views from Hunda or perhaps the beautiful coastal scenery on the east 
side of South Ronaldsay. The date and choice of venue will be decided when we have looked 
at the forecast for the period.  Contact Dick Matson on 751426. 
 
 
 



February 
Fri 1st.  OFC “Christmas” Dinner.  No, we haven’t postponed Christmas, but last winter 
members found the usual pre-Christmas period was just too busy and many of us had already 
consumed more mince pies than were good for us, so we postponed the event until February 
and it was a great success – so a repeat performance in 2013! 
Timings:  7.30 for 8pm and venue:  the Lynnfield Hotel, Kirkwall.   
Please register your interest with Dick Matson on 751426 by 15th Jan and you will be given 
the menu. Please give Dick your meal choices by 22nd Jan.    
Fri 15th.  Club Night.  Orkney’s Rocky Shores. An illustrated talk by Andrew Want of 
ICIT, Stromness. (details of this talk to be notified) 
 
March 
Sun 3rd. Winter Bird Race. Joint event with the RSPB Local Group.  Teams of four will 
search the countryside for different bird species between 9am and 5.30pm. We will meet up 
afterwards at the Lynnfield Hotel (by 5.45 please) to compare notes. We will try to team up 
beginners with more experienced birders.  Book with Dick Matson on 751426 by 18th Feb. 
Dick will have a menu for anyone wishing to stay for a bar meal.   
Fri 8th.  OFC AGM, Social and Discussion Evening. At last year’s AGM we set a record in 
terms of brevity and we hope to at least equal that at the 2013 AGM! The official business 
includes the election of a new committee and we hope that some members not currently on 
the committee will put their names forward for election.  If you wish to, please contact the 
secretary (751426 or r.matson42@btinternet.com ).  After the AGM business we will have 
refreshments and a discussion on wildlife topics. Please bring any interesting photos, 
specimens or questions to the meeting and we will do our best to unravel any mysteries. 
Venue: St Magnus Centre at 7.30pm.   
Fri 15th.  Club Night. “Some Aspects of Orkney Botany – with Passing Reference to 
Shetland”. An illustrated talk by Eric Meek.   
The talk looks at some of Orkney's plant specialities. It then examines which plants occur in 
Orkney but not Shetland and which in Shetland but not Orkney, in both cases trying to seek 
answers as to why. 
 
April  
At the time of going to press the date of “Bag the Bruck” had not been decided. Thus the date 
of this event and the “Harrier Sky-dancing” event may be subject to change. 
Any changes will be notified on the OFC website, on the Orkney Nature Forum and on Radio 
Orkney. 
Sun 7th. Durkadale Picnic. Joint event with the RSPB Local Group. Our annual event 
carrying out maintenance work and planting cuttings at the OFC and RSPB native tree 
plantations in Durkadale (grid ref: HY295248) – always enjoyable with the picnic the 
highlight. Contact: Jenny Taylor on 811231 for details of what to bring, where to park, etc. 
Sun 14th. Harrier Sky-dancing. Joint event with the RSPB LG. A guided walk in the Birsay 
Moors to watch the breathtaking courtship display of the Hen Harrier. Also looking out for 
Merlins, Kestrels, Buzzards and Short-eared Owls. Meet at the Rendall Community Centre at 
9.30am.  Contact  Graham and Kathie  Brown on 841390.  
Fri 12th Club Night. "Orkney's Wild Geese" An illustrated talk by Alan Leitch of the 
RSPB.  Alan tells us about the County's populations of greylag, pink-footed, white-fronted 
and barnacle geese and about some rarer species. For the last 5 years Alan has been running a 
project to fit greylags with coded neck-collar rings in order to monitor greylag movement. 
The project has come up with some remarkable findings.  
 



Sat/Sun 20th/21st. Bag the Bruck. Joint event with the RSPB LG.   After the winter storms 
many of Orkney’s beaches are covered in debris discarded by shipping. Much of this, eg rope, 
netting and plastic, is potentially lethal to wildlife. Please help us clear up some of this 
rubbish. The RSPB LG will tackle Waulkmill Bay on the Saturday and OFC will do Marwick 
Bay on the Sunday.  Come any time between 10am and 2pm.  Gloves and bags available at 
the venue.  Contact the RSPB office on 850176 or Brian Ribbands (OFC) on 751439.3 
 
 RSPB Local Group Programme 
At the time of going to press the date of “Bag the Bruck” had not been decided. Thus the date 
of this event and the “Harrier Sky-dancing” event may be subject to change. 
Any changes will be notified on the OFC website, on the Orkney Nature Forum, by email from 
the RSPB LG secretary and on Radio Orkney. 
Sun 3rd March. Winter Bird Race  (see OFC programme above)  
Thurs 7th March. RSPB LG Spring Meeting.  Joint meeting with the SOC.  
Bird Photography Adventures in Dumfriesshire. (see SOC programme below). 
Sun 31st March. Closing Date for the RSPB LG Photographic Competition. Competition 
now on.  Why not give it a go?  Great prizes to be won. Obtain an entry form from the RSPB 
office at 12-14 North End Road Stromness or download one from the Camera Club website at 
www.cameraclub  
Sun 7th April. Durkadale Picnic (see OFC programme above) 
Sun 14th April. Harrier Sky-dancing (see OFC programme above) 
Sat 20th April. Bag the Bruck (see OFC programme above) 
Sun 28th April. Visit to Shapinsay Mill Dam. In late April the drakes are in their very finest 
plumage and this is the best time to see them and many other water birds and the Mill Dam 
offers superb viewing facilities. We will also visit the Ouse and Lairo Water for more water 
birds including some different species. Contact Julie Rickards on 861328. 
 
Scottish Ornithologists Club Programme 
Thurs 7th Feb. Spanish Steppes; Birds of the Laguna de Gallocanta. Jeremy Brocks will 
describe the birds of Europe’s largest salt lake (1000m above sea level) and the surrounding 
habitats (farmland and steppe). He will talk about conservation issues and give advice on how 
and when to visit.  St Magnus Centre, Kirkwall, at 7.30pm.  Further information from Colin 
Corse on 874484. 
Thurs 7th March. Bird Photography Adventures in Dumfriesshire. Joint meeting with the 
RSPB LG.  Edmund Fellowes tells us about finding and photographing birds in 
Dumfriesshire. His talk includes items on various species such as willow tits, nuthatches, 
sparrowhawks, swans and finches and includes information from the BTO Bird Atlas Project. 
St Magnus Centre, Kirkwall, at 7.30pm.   
 
Lichen Events 
Roger Davies, leader of the OFC Lichen Group, will be organising some lichen outings in the 
new year. If you are interested please phone Roger on 721395 or email him at 
roger@headweb.co.uk  Roger is also very happy to help with lichen identification. 
 
 
 
 



Orkney Mammals 
The Mammal Society is collecting data for an atlas of British mammals but very few folk 
record small mammals in Orkney. Anyone who has a cat or sets a mousetrap could make a 
very valuable contribution by reporting which species they get. Records from sites in the isles 

are particularly wanted, 
but also from Mainland. 
There seem to be 
changes in some of the 
isles, such as reports of 
wood mice on Westray 
and perhaps Rousay for 
the first time fairly 
recently. We need as 
many records as 
possible from these 
islands where they 
might still be spreading. 
The same applies to 
Orkney voles on Eday, 
have they spread over 

the whole island now? There could be changes on other islands, most have no recent records. 
Mainland records will provide valuable baseline data to show any impact of stoats if they 
become permanently established. 
Please send mammal records to Brian Ribbands, Queenamidda, Rendall, KW17 2PA, phone 
01856 751439 or email queenamidda@waitrose.com  
 
The Spread of the Emerald Damselfly in Orkney 
On 19th July 2010 two of our members visited some of the freshwater pools in North Hoy to 
check the populations of various dragon- and damselfly species. In the pools near the 

Rackwick car-park they were 
delighted to find 2 specimens of the 
Emerald Damselfly Lestes Sponsa. 
This species had not previously been 
recorded in Orkney although it is 
present in Caithness. A follow-up 
visit to these pools on 1st Sept 2010 
revealed 5 specimens and it seemed 
as though a viable breeding 
population might have established in 
the County. On the 18th Aug this year 
the 2 members made a further visit. 
At the car-park pools they counted at 
least 20 specimens including a pair 
in tandem (mating).  Moving on to 

the pools by the bridge over the Rackwick burn (where none of these damsels had been seen 
in 2010) they found 12 specimens, 3 of which were egg-laying.   
It is perhaps surprising that the species had not made the “leap” across the Firth many years 
ago.  With its demonstrated ability to rapidly colonise the Rackwick pools it will surely not be 
many years before this elegant and attractive damsel expands into Mainland Orkney.   
 



 
Records 
No apologies for repeating the appeal in the last Newsletter for everyone to send in their 
wildlife records to the Orkney Biodiversity Records Centre (OBRC). This is the appropriate 
time as we approach the year’s end. 
The OBRC is building up a database of records which, amongst other things, is there for 
developers to consult so that their projects have minimal adverse impact on the County’s 
wildlife habitats.  So recording of wildlife species is of vital importance. 
Please send your records to the relevant Recorder (who collates them at the end of each year 
and forwards them to the OBRC) or send them direct to the OBRC. Full details of how and 
what to record and the Recorders’ contact details are included in the last 3 pages of the 2012 
Club Bulletin (the Orkney Naturalist). 
Whilst it is of value to post your sightings on the Orkney Nature Forum, Orkbird or other 
wildlife websites, neither the Club nor the OBRC have the resources to trawl through these to 
extract and validate records. 
 
Stoats Still Threaten Orkney’s Wildlife 
On 6th November a stoat was trapped just east of Kirkwall airport near the Garth turn off the 
A960.  This followed a sighting near the Tankerness turn off the A960 on the 5th. There have 
been a number of sightings in this general area, so that although one has been trapped, stoats 
may still be present. 
Back in October there was a sighting on the 1st on the Brodgar road near the Standing Stones 
of Stenness and another on the 4th at the Harray road end where the A986 joins the A965. 
You may remember that the RSPB have been planning a stoat monitoring project. Tubes 
would be placed in runs which were possibly being used by stoats and the prints of any small 
mammals passing through the tubes would be recorded on special paper fastened to the floor 
of the tubes.  The project has been in operation for a number of weeks and is beginning to 
bear fruit.    
In mid-November prints suspected as stoat were found in a tube near the Bloomfield road 
south of Wideford Hill and in a tube close to the A986 near Refuge Corner. 
 
We appeal to everyone to report any sightings which you suspect may be of stoat and 
please report any poultry kills you hear of as soon as possible to: the RSPB on 850176, 
SNH on 875302 or the OFC secretary on 751426.  The stoat breeding season approaches 
fast and this may be our last chance to get rid of them from Orkney. 
   
                                                        

 
 

                            



Ash 
Most people will, by now, have heard about the Ash dieback disease Chalara fraxinea, which 
has been found extensively in England and now at fourteen sites in Scotland. Most of the 
cases are in recently planted trees and nursery stock and it has come as a shock to realise just 
how many plants are imported to Britain from Europe (where this serious fungal disease has 
been present for many years). 
Ash has proved a very successful tree in Orkney and Jenny Taylor of Orkney Woodland 
Project has surveyed some local ash sites for the Forestry Commission (and found no signs of 
the disease). However, there are scattered ash trees throughout the islands and it would be 
great if everyone could keep a close eye out for any symptoms, both now and when the trees 
leaf up next spring. 
For very good visual guides to the symptoms see : 

1.http://www.forestry.gov.uk/pdf/Symptoms_guide_Chalara_dieback_of_ash_2012.pdf/$FIL
E/Symptoms_guide_Chalara_dieback_of_ash_2012.pdf 

2. http://www.edp24.co.uk/news/environment/....sease_1_1680217 

OFC Laptop and Projector  
The Club is now the proud possessor of a laptop computer and a data projector. We 
successfully applied for a 100% grant of £1079 from the Scottish Community Foundation for 
the purchase.  The equipment will be used primarily for giving presentations at our Club 
Nights. It will be kept (under lock and key) in the Orkney Biodiversity Records Centre in 
Kirkwall Library. It will be available for Club members to prepare and give presentations at 
Club Nights and Workshops and for the use of visiting speakers at similar events. 
Arrangements for temporary loan, custody, and care will be drawn up by the committee and 
published soon.   
The Scottish Community Foundation is an organisation which supports and encourages 
projects which benefit communities in Scotland and the committee are extremely grateful to 
the Foundation for enabling us to purchase this equipment which greatly facilitates our Club 
Night and Workshop presentations.  Our events are, of course, open to the public at large, not 
just members, and this is an essential requirement for the award of this grant. Very many 
thanks to SCF. 
 

 


